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WASHINGTON AFTER THE EEVOLUTION, 1784-1799. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKER. 

(Continued from page 339.) 

1789. 

FRIDAY, MAT 1. 

At New York : " New York, May 2. — ^Yesterday morning 
The President received the compliments of His Excellency 
the Vice President, His Excellency the Governor of this 
State ; the principal Officers of the different Departments ; 
the foreign Ministers ; and a great number of other persons 
of distinction." — Gazette of the United States. 

TUESDAY, MAY 5. 

At New York : " May 5. — This being a day for receiving 
company of ceremony, we had a numerous and splendid 
circle between the hours of two and three in the afternoon. 
A committee of the House of Representatives ^ waited on 
the President with a copy of the address of their House, 
and a request to know when it would be agreeable to him 
to receive it." — Diary of Tobias Lear. 

Soon after the inauguration it became apparent that particular rules 
should be established for receiving visitors and entertaining company, so 
that the President might be able to attend to business without interruption. 
It was therefore decided that he should return no visits, that invitations to 
dinner should be given only to official characters and strangers of distinction, 
and that the visits of courtesy should be confined to the afternoon of Tuesday 
In each week between the hours of three and four. Foreign ministers and 
strangers were, however, received on other days. On Friday evenings the 
house was open for visits to Mrs. Washington, which were on a more sociable 
footing, and at which the President was always present. Mrs. Washington 
held her first levee on the evening of Friday, the 29th of May, two days 
after her arrival in New York. Thursday of each week was assigned for 
the state dinners. 



^ Thomas Sinnickson, of New Jersey ; Isaac Coles, of Virginia ; and 
William Smith, of South Carolina. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAT 6. 

At New York : " New York, May 9. — On Wednesday the 
6th inst. was held in St. PauVs Church, the annual COM- 
MEN'OEMENT of COLUMBIA COLLEGE. . . . THE 
PRESIDENT— His Excellency the Vice-Presideut— the 
Senate — the GOVERNOR, and principal officers of the 
Repuhlic, honored by their presence, this highly useful and 
important literary Institution." — Gazette of the United States. 

THURSDAY, MAY 1. 

At New York : " May 9. — Last Thursday evening [May 
7] the subscribers of the Dancing Assembly gave an elegant 
Ball and Entertainment to his Excellency the President of 
the United States, who was pleased to honor the company 
with his presence. His Excellency the Vice President, 
most of the Members of both Houses of Congress, the 
Governor of New York, the Chancellor, and Chief Justice 
of the State [Richard Morris], the Hon. John Jay, and 
the Hon. Gen. Knox, the Commissioners of the Treasury 
[Samuel Osgood, Walter Livingston, and Arthur Lee], 
His Worship the Mayor of the city, the late President of 
Congress, the Governor of the Western Territory [Arthur 
St. Clair], the Baron Steuben, the Count de Moustier, 
Ambassador of his Most Christian Majesty, and many 
other foreigners of distinction were present. A numerous 
and brilliant collection of ladies graced the room with their 
appearance. The whole number of persons was about three 
hundred. The company retired about two o'clock, after 
having spent a most agreeable evening. Joy, satisfaction 
and vivacity was expressive in every countenance — and 
every pleasure seemed to be heightened by the presence of 
a Washington." — New York Packet. 

The ball was held at the Assembly Eoom, on the east side of Broadway, 
a little above Wall Street, and it was decorated for the occasion with taste- 
ful and appropriate magnificence. The President danced during the evening 
in the cotillion with Mrs. Peter Van Brugh Livingston and Mrs. James H. 
Maxwell, and in a minuet with Mrs. Maxwell's sister, Miss Van Zandt. It 
is said that an agreeable surprise was prepared by the managers for every 
woman who attended. A sufficient number of fans had been made for the 

Vol. XIX.— 29 
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purpose In Paris, the ivory frames of which displayed, as they were opened, 
between the hinges and the elegant paper covering, an extremely well exe- 
cuted medallion portrait of Washington, in profile, and a page was appointed 
to present one, with the compliments of the managers, as each couple passed 
the receiver of the tickets. 

FRIDAY, MAY 8. 

At IfTew York: "New York, May 8. — Mr. [William] 
Smith, of South Carolina, informed the House [of Eepre- 
sentatives], that the President was ready to receive their 
address [in answer to his speech to both Houses]. The 
House immediately rose, and following the Speaker, at- 
tended The President in the room adjoining, where [at 
twelve o'clock] the Address was presented by the Speaker, 
in the name of the House." — Gazette of the United States. 

" New York, May 13. — Last Saturday [May^9] the Mayor and Members 
of the Corporation of this city, attended by the proper Officers, waited on 
The President of the United States, and presented him with an Ad- 
dress." — Idem. 

MONDAY, MAY 11. 

At New York : " May 11. — I received a ticket from the 
President of the United States to use his box this evening 
at the theatre [John Street, near Broadway], being the first 
of his appearance at the playhouse since his entering on 
his office. The President, Governor of the State, foreign 
Ministers, Senators from New Hampshire [John Langdon 
and Paine Wingate], Connecticut [William Samuel Johnson 
and Oliver Ellsworth], Pennsylvania [William Maelay and 
Robert Morris], M., and South Carolina [Pierce Butler and 
Ralph Izard] ; and some ladies in the same box. I am old, 
and notices or attentions are lost on me. I could have wished 
some of my dear children in my place ; they are young and 
would have enjoyed it. Long might they live to boast of 
having been seated in the same box with the first Character 
in the world. 

" The play was the ' School for Scandal.' I never liked 
it ; indeed, I think it an indecent representation before ladies 
of character and virtue. Farce, the ' Old Soldier.' The 
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house greatly crowded, and I thought the players acted 
well ; but I wish we had seen the Conscious Lovers, or some 
one that inculcated more prudential manners." — Journal of 
William Maclay. 

THURSDAY, MAY 14. 

At ISTew York: ''New York, May 16.— Last Thursday 
evening [May 14], His Excellency THE MINISTER of 
FRANCE [Count de Moustier], gave a Ball to THE 
PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES, which was un- 
commonly elegant, in respect both to the company and the 
plan of entertainment. As a compliment to our alliance 
with France, there were two sets of Cotillion Dancers in 
complete uniforms; one set in that of France, and the 
other in Blue and Btiff: The ladies were dressed in white, 
with Bibhands, Bouquets and Garlands of Flowers, answering 
to the uniforms of the Gentlemen.— THE YICE-PRESI- 
DENT — many Members of the Senate, and House of 
Representatives of the United States— THE GOVERNOR 
of this State— THE GOVERNOR of the Western Terri- 
tory, and other characters of distinction were present." — 
Gazette of the United States. 

FRIDAY, MAY 15. 

At New York: " Mw York, May 16. — Yesterday Mr. F. 
P. Van Beeckbl had an audience of The PaESiDENT of the 
United States of America, in which he delivered his Cre- 
dentials of Resident from Their High Mightinesses THE 
States General OF THE United Netherlands, having 
been introduced by the Hon. John Jay, Secretary of State 
for the Department of foreign affairs." — Gazette of the United 
States. 



" New Fork, May 18. — Friday last [May 15], the Vice-President of tlie 
United States, tlie Heads of Departments, the Foreign Ministers, tlie Judges 
of the Supreme Court of this State, together with a numerous circle of citi- 
zens and foreigners, visited the President at his house." — Pennsylvania. 
Pacliet, May 20. 
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MONDAY, MAY 18. 

At New York: '■^ New York, May 20. — Monday last [May 
18] the Senate of the United States, with The Vice-Presi- 
dent at their head, went in a body, in carriages, from their 
Chamber of Congress, to the House of The President, 
where the Vice-President read and presented to him an 
Address, in answer to his Speech, delivered to both Houses 
of Congress." — Gazette of the United States. 

TUBSDAY, MAY 19. 

At New York: '■^ May 19. — Had agreed with sundry of 
our Pennsylvania friends to go to the levee. General Muh- 
lenberg came to me and told me they would meet me in 
the committee-room. We did so, and went to the levee. 
I went foremost, and left them to follow and do as well as 
they could. Indeed, they had no great thing of a pattern, 
for I am but a poor courtier. The company was large for 
the room. The foreign Ministers were there. Van Berkel, 
the Dutch Minister (for the first time I suppose), gaudy as a 
peacock. Our Pennsylvanians withdrew before me. The 
President honored me with a particular teie-a-tiie. ' How 
will this weather suit your farming?' 'Poorly — sir; the 
season is the most backward I have ever known. It is re- 
markably so here, but by letters from Pennsylvania vegeta- 
tion is slow in proportion there.' ' The fruit, it is to be 
expected, will be safe ; backward seasons are in favor of it, 
but in Virginia it was lost before I left that place.' ' Much 
depends on the exposure of the orchard. Those with a 
northern aspect have been found by us [in Pennsylvania] 
to be the most certain in producing fruit.' ' Yes, that is a 
good observation and should be attended to.' Made my 
bow and retired." — Journal of William Maclay. 

■WEDNESDAY, MAY 27. 

At New York : " New York, May 27. — This morning at 5 
o'clock the President set off in his barge to meet Mrs. 
"Washington at Elizabeth-Town Point." — Gazette of the 
United States. 
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" New York, May 30. — "Wednesday [May 27] arrived in this city from 
Mount Vernon, Mrs. Washington, the amiable consort of The President of 
the United States. Mrs. "Washington from Philadelphia was accompanied 
by the Lady of Mr. Eobert Morris. At Elizabethtown-point she was met 
by The President, Mr. Morris, and several other gentlemen of distinction, 
who had gone there for that purpose. — She was conducted over the bay in 
the President's Barge, rowed by 13 eminent pilots, in a handsome white 
dress; on passing the Battery a salute was flred ; and on her landing [at 
Peck's Slip] she was welcomed by crowds of citizens, who had assembled to 
testify their joy on this happy occasion. 

"The principal ladies of the city have, with the earliest attention and 
respect, paid their devoirs to the amiable consort of our beloved President, 
viz. The Lady of His Excellency the Governor — Lady Sterling — Lady Mary 
Watts — Lady Kitty Duer — La Marchioness de Brehan — the Ladies of the 
Most Hon. Mr. Langdon, and the Most Hon. Mr. Dalton — the Mayoress — 
Mrs. Livingston of Clermont — Mrs. Chancellor Livingston — the Miss Liv- 
ingston's — Lady Temple — Madam de la Forest — Mrs. Montgomery — Mrs. 
Knox — Mrs. Thompson — Mrs. Gerry — Mrs. Edgar — Mrs. M'Comb — Mrs. 
Lynch — Mrs. Houston — Mrs. Griffin — Mrs. Provost — the Miss Bayards and 
a great number of other respectable characters." — Gazette of the United 
States. 



THURSDAY, MAY 28. 

At ISTew York: "New York, May 30.— Although The 
President makes no formal invitations, yet the day after 
the arrival of Mrs. Washington [May 28], the folloM^ing dis- 
tinguished personages dined at his house, enfamille. — Their 
Excellencies the Vice-President — the Governor of this 
State — the Ministers of France and Spain — and the Gov- 
ernor of the Western Territory — the Hon. Secretary of the 
United States for Foreign Affairs — the Most Hon. Mr. 
Langdon, Mr. Wingate, Mr. Izard, Mr. Few, and Mr. Muh- 
lenberg, Speaker of the Hon. House of Representatives of 
the United States." — Gazette of the United States. 

Paine Wingate, Senator from New Hampshire, one of the guests, has 
left the following description of this dinner: "It was the least showy 
dinner that I ever saw at the President's. As there was no clergyman 
present, Washington himself said grace on taking his seat. He dined on a 
boiled leg of mutton, as it was his custom to eat of only one dish. After 
the dessert a single glass of wine was offered to each of the guests, when the 
President rose, the guests following his example, and repaired to the draw- 
ing-room, each departing at his option, without ceremony." 
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FKIDAY, JUNE 5. 

At New York : " New York, June 8.— THE ATRE— John- 
Street — Friday evening [June 5] was presented that ex- 
cellent Comedy the Clandestine Marriage. The President 
of the United States and his Lady — the Most Honourable 
Robert Morris and Lady — the Gentlemen of the President's 
Suite — Honourable General Knox and Lady — Baron Steu- 
ben — and many other respectable and distinguished charac- 
ters honoured the Theatre Avith their presence." — Pennsyl- 
vania Packet, June 10. 

MONDAY, JUNE 8. 

At E'ew York: "Although in the present unsettled state 
of the executive departments, under the government of the 
"Union, I do not conceive it expedient to call upon you for 
information officially, yet I have supposed, that some in- 
formal communications from the office of foreign affairs 
might neither be improper nor unprofitable." — Washington 
to John Jay, Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 

The secretaries of the several executive departments under the new 
government were not appointed till September. In the mean time the 
usual business of the departments was transacted by the officers who had 
charge of them when the old government expired. Mr. Jay continued to 
fill the office of Secretary of Foreign Affairs till Mr. Jefferson (appointed 
September 26) entered upon his duties in March, 1790. The name of the 
department was changed by law to that of the Department of State, and its 
head was thenceforward called Secretary of State. General Knox acted as 
Secretary of "War till his new appointment to the same post on the 12th of 
September. The affairs of the Treasury were administered by a Board, 
consisting of Samuel Osgood, Walter Livingston, and Arthur Lee. These 
gentlemen retained their places till September 11, when Alexander Hamil- 
ton was appointed Secretary of the Treasury. Edmund Randolph was 
appointed Attorney-General September 26, and Samuel Osgood Postmaster- 
General on the same day. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 19. 

At l^ew York : " New York, June 19. — His Excellency 
the President of the United States has been much indis- 
posed for several days past, which has caused great anxiety 
in the breast of every true friend to America ; on "Wednes- 
day he was visited by several physicians, and a chain 
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extended across tlie street to prevent the passing of car- . 
riages before his door ; it is however hoped, that this indis- 
position will not prove other than incidental, and the cause 
be soon removed." — Pennsylvania Packet, June 22. 

MONDAY, JUNE 22. 

At New York : " The President has been confined to his 
bed for a week past by a fever, and a violent tumor on his 
thigh ; — I have now, however, the pleasure to inform you 
that the former has left him, and the latter in a fair way of 
being removed, tho' from its size it will be some time before 
he will be wholly relieved from the inconvenience of it." — 
Tobias Lear to Clement Piddle, MS. Letter. 

" New Fork, June 24. — I informed you in my last, of the 22* that the 
President was recovering from his indisposition, and I am now happy to 
add that he still continues to mend ; — ^his weakness, and the effects of the 
tumor on his thigh are now his only complaints — these will be removed by 
time and attention, tho' the latter having been very large & the incision, 
on opening it, deep, must require some time to be in a state to enable him 
to take exercise." — Tobias Lear to Clement Biddle, MS. Letter. 

FRIDAY, JULY 3. 

At New York : " I have now the pleasure to inform you, 
that my health is restored, but a feebleness still hangs 
upon me, and I am much incommoded by the incision, 
which was made in a very large and painful tumor on the 
protuberance of my thigh. This prevents me from walk- 
ing or sitting. ... I am able to take exercise in my coach, 
by having it so contrived as to extend myself the full 
length of it." — Washington to James McHenry. 

The cause of the illness of Washington was a case of anthrax so malig- 
nant as for several days to threaten ndortification. His medical adviser 
was Dr. Samuel Bard, who attended him with unremitting assiduity. 
Being alone one day with the doctor, Washington, regarding him steadily, 
asked his candid opinion as to the probable result of his case. " Do not 
flatter me with vain hopes," said he, with placid firmness; "I am not 
afraid to die, and therefore can bear the worst." The doctor expressed 
hope, but owned that he had apprehensions. " Whether to-night or twenty 
years hence makes no difference," observed Washington. " 1 know that 
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I am in the hands of a good Providence." His sufferings were intense 
and his recovery was slow. 

SATURDAY, JULY 4. 

At New York: Is waited on by a committee of the 
Society of the Cincinnati of the State of New York, and 
addressed by its chairman, Baron Steuben. 

The Society afterward marched in procession, attended by Colonel Bau- 
man's artillery and a band of music, to St. Paul's Chapel, where Alexander 
Hamilton delivered an oration in honor of General Nathanael Greene. 
William Maclay, Senator from Pennsylvania, referring to this in his 
journal, says, " The church was crowded. The Cincinnati had seats allotted 
for themselves ; wore their eagles at their button-holes, and were preceded 
by a flag. The oration was well delivered ; the composition appeared good, 
but I thought he should have given us some account of his virtues as a 
citizen as well as a warrior, for I supposed he possessed them, and he lived 
some time after the war, and, I believe, commenced farming." 

MONDAY, JULY 6. 

At New York : " New York, July 6. — With pleasure we 
announce that the President is considerably recovered from 
his late indisposition, and has, for these few days past, been 
able to take an airing in his carriage." — Pennsylvania Packet, 
July 8. 

THURSDAY, JULY 23. 

At New York : " New York, July 25.— On Thursday last 
[July 23] that venerable patriot CHARLES THOMPSON, 
Esq. resigned to The President of the United States his 
office of Secretary of Congress — a post which he has filled 
for nearly Fifteen Years, with reputation to himself, and 
advantage to his country. 

" When Heav'n propitious smil'd upon our arms. 
Or scenes adverse spread terror and alarms. 
Thro' every change the Patriot was the same — 
And PAITH and HOPE attended THOMPSON'S NAME." 

— Gazette of the TTtiited States. 

The President, in accepting his resignation, wrote to Mr. Thomson under 
date of July 24, as follows : " The present age does so much justice to the 
unsullied reputation, with which you have always conducted yourself in the 
execution of the duties of your office, and posterity will find your name so 
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honorably connected with the verification of such a multitude of astonishing 
facts, that my single sufiTrage would add little to the illustration of your 
merits. Yet I cannot withhold any just testimonial in favor of so old, so 
faithful, and so able a public officer, which might tend to soothe his mind 
in the shade of retirement. Accept, then, this serious declaration, that 
your services have been important, as your patriotism was distinguished ; 
and enjoy that best of all rewards, the consciousness of having done your 
duty well." 

MONDAY, JULY 27. 

At New York : " Among the first acts of my recom- 
mencing business, after lying six weeks on my right side, is 
that of writing to you this letter in acknowledgment of 
yours of the 1st instant. Not being fairly on my seat yet, 
or, in other words, not being able to sit up without some 
uneasiness, it must be short." — Washington to Bushrod Wash- 
ington. 

" New York, July 29. — Thb President of the United States was so well 
as to receive visits of compliment from many ofBcial characters and citizens 
yesterday [July 28] ; but we learn, that, until his strength shall be more 
fully restored, he proposes to receive them only once a week, and that on 
Tuesdays. Mrs. Washington, we are informed, will be at home every Friday, 
at eight o'clock: P.M. to see company." — Gazette of the United States. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19. 

At New York: Receives and answers an address from 
" The Bishops, the Clergy, and Laity of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the States of New-York, New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and South Caro- 
lina, in Convention at Philadelphia, 7th August, 1789." 

The address was presented by the Kight Eev. Dr. Samuel Provoost, the 
Eev. Mr. William Smith, Mr. Robert Andrews, Mr. John Cox, Mr. Wil- 
liam Brisbane, the Rev. Dr. Abraham Beach, the Rev. Dr. Benjamin Moore, 
Mr. Moses Rogers, the Rev. Uzal Ogden, the Rev. Mr. George H. Spieren, 
the Rev. Mr. Henry Waddell, and the Hon. Mr. Duane. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22. 

At New York : " New York, August 22. — The President 
of the United States will this day, at 11 o'clock, meet the 
Senate in their chamber of Congress ; to confer with them 
upon the important subject of the approaching negociations 
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and treaties with the Southern Indians ; and to make the 
necessary previous arrangements of that business. This 
intention was announced to the Senate by message on 
Thursday last." — Gazette of the United States. 

" August 22. — Senate met, and went on the Coasting bill. The door- 
keeper soon told us of the arrival of the President. The President was 
introduced, and took our Vice-President's chair. He rose and told us 
bluntly that he had called on us for our advice and consent to some propo- 
sitions respecting the treaty to be held with the Southern Indians. Said 
he had brought General Knox with him, who was well acquainted with the 
business. He then turned to General Knox, who was seated on the left of 
the chair. General Knox handed him a paper, which he handed to the 
President of the Senate, who was seated on a chair on the floor to his 
right. Our Vice-President hurried over the paper. ... I rose reluctantly. 
Mr. President : The paper which you have now read to us appears to have 
for its basis sundry treaties and public transactions between the Southern 
Indians and the United States and the States of Georgia, North Carolina, 
and South Carolina. The business is new to the Senate. It is of impor- 
tance. It is our duty to inform ourselves as well as possible on the subject. 
I therefore call for the reading of the treaties and other documents alluded 
to in the paper before us. I cast an eye at the President of the United 
States. I saw he wore an aspect of stern displeasure. . . . 

" I had at an early stage of the business whispered Mr. Morris that I 
thought the best way to conduct the business was to have all the papers 
committed. . . . Mr. Morris hastily rose and moved that the papers commu- 
nicated to the Senate by the President of the United States should be 
referred to a committee of five, to report as soon as might be on them. . . . 
I rose and supported the mode of doing business by committees ; that com- 
mittees were used in all public deliberative bodies, etc. I thought I did 
the subject justice, but concluded the commitment can not be attended with 
any possible inconvenience. Some articles are already postponed until 
Monday. Whoever the committee are, if committed, they must make their 
report on Monday morning. I spoke through the whole in a low tone of 
voice. Peevishness itself, I think, could not have taken offense at anything 
I said. 

"As I sat down, the President of the United States started up in a violent 
fret. ' This defeats every purpose of my coming here,' were the first words 
that he said. He then went on that he had brought his Secretary of War 
with him to give every necessary information ; that the Secretary knew all 
about the business, and yet he was delayed and could not go on with the 
matter. He cooled, however, by degrees. Said he had no objection to 
putting off this matter until Monday, but declared he did not understand 
the matter of commitment. He might be delayed ; he could not tell how 
long. He rose a second time, and said he had no objection to postpone- 
ment until Monday at ten o'clock. By the looks of the Senate this seemed 
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agreed to. A pause for some time ensued. We waited for him to with- 
draw. He did so with a discontented air. Had it been any other man than 
the man whom I wish to regard as the first character in the world, I would 
have said, with sullen dignity. 

" August 24. — The Senate met. The President of the United States soon 
took his seat, and the business began. The President wore a different aspect 
from what he did Saturday. He was placid and serene, and manifested a 
spirit of accommodation ; declared his consent that his questions should be 
amended." — Journal of William Maclay. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27. 

At New York: ^^ August 27. — Senate adjourned early. 
At a little after four I called on Mr. [Richard] Bassett, of 
the Delaware State. We went to the President's to dinner. 
The company were : President and Mrs. "Washington, Vice- 
President and Mrs. Adams, the Governor and his wife, Mr. 
Jay and wife, Mr. [John] Langdon and wife, Mr. [Tristram] 
Dalton and a lady (perhaps his wife), and a Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Bassett, myself, [Tobias] Lear, [Robert] Lewis,^ the Presi- 
dent's secretaries. The President and Mrs. Washington sat 
opposite each other in the middle of the table ; the two sec- 
retaries, one at each end. It was a great dinner, and the 
best of the kind I ever was at. The room, however, was 
disagreeably warm. 

" First was the soup ; fish roasted and boiled ; meats, 
gammon, fowls, etc. This was the dinner. The middle of 
the table was garnished in the usual tasty way, with small 
images, flowers (artificial), etc. The dessert was, first apple- 
pies, pudding, etc. ; then iced creams, jellies, etc. ; then 
water-melons, musk-melons, apples, peaches, nuts." — 
Journal of William. Maclay. 

"It was the most solemn dinner ever I sat at. Not a health drank; 
scarce a word said until the cloth was taken away. Then the President, 
filling a glass of wine, with great formality drank to the health of every 
individual by name round the table. Everybody imitated him, charged 
glasses, and such a buzz of ' health, sir,' and ' health, madam,' and ' thank 
you, sir,' and 'thank you, madam,' never had I heard before. Indeed, I 
had liked to have been thrown out in the hurry ; but I got a little wine in 
my glass, and passed the ceremony. The ladies sat a good while, and the 

' A nephew of the President, sonof his sister Betty Lewis. 
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bottles passed about ; but there was a dead silence almost. Mrs. Washing- 
ton at last withdrew with the ladies. 

" I expected the men would now begin, but the same stillness remained. 
The President told of a New England clergyman who had lost a hat and 
wig in passing a river called the Brunks. He smiled, and every body 
else laughed. He now and then said a sentence or two on some common 
subject, and what he said was not amiss. Mr. Jay tried to make a laugh 
by mentioning the circumstance of the Duchess of Devonshire leaving no 
stone unturned to carry Fox's election. There was a Mr. Smith, who 
mentioned how Homer described jEneas leaving his wife and carrying his 
father out of flaming Troy. He had heard somebody (I suppose) witty 
on the occasion ; but if he had ever read it he would have said Virgil. 
The President kept a fork in his hand when the cloth was taken away, 
I thought for the purpose of picking nuts. He ate no nuts, however, but 
played with the fork, striking on the edge of the table with it. "We 
did not sit long after the ladies retired. The President rose, went up- 
stairs to drink coffee; the company followed. I took my hat and came 
home. ' ' — Idem. 



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8. 

At New York : " New York, September 12. — On Tuesday 
last [September 8], being the first public levee at the Presi- 
dent's since his mother's decease was known in this city, 
several gentlemen of the two Houses of Congress, and other 
respectable persons, attended it, in American mourning. 
This silent mark of respect, flowing spontaneously from the 
hearts of freemen sympathizing with him in this domestic 
misfortune, manifests sentiments and emotions which no 
language can express in a manner so unequivocal and deli- 
cate." — Gazette of the United States. 



" PREDEEICKSBURG [Virginia], August 27, 1789.— On Tuesday, the 
25th inst. died at her home in this town, Mrs. Mart Washington, aged 
82 years, the venerable mother of the illustrious President of the United 
States, after a long and painful indisposition, which she bore with uncom- 
mon patience. Though a pious tear of duty, affection and esteem, is due 
to the memory of so revered a character, yet our grief must be greatly alle- 
viated from the consideration that she is relieved from the pitiable infirmities 
attendant on an extreme old age. — It is usual when virtuous and conspicu- 
ous persons quit this terrestrial abode, to publish an elaborate panegyric on 
their characters — suffice it to say, she conducted herself through this 
transitory life with virtue, prudence and Christianity, worthy the mother 
of the greatest Hero that ever adorned the annals of history. 
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" O may kind heaven, propitious to our fate, 
Extend THAT HERO'S to her lengthened date; 
Through the long period, healthy, active, sage ; 
Nor know the sad infirmities of age." 

— Gazette of the United States, September 9. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14. 

At New York : " New York, September 19. — Monday 
evening last [September 14], the President of the United 
States, his lady and family, and several other persons of 
distinction, were pleased to honor Mr. Bowen's exhibition 
of wax-work, with their company, at No. 74, Water-street, 
and appeared exceedingly well pleased with the late im- 
provements made by the Proprietor." — Pennsylvania Packet, 
September 24. 

" New York,, September 29. — Yesterday morning [September 28] the 
Light Horse, and the other Independent Companies in this city, paraded in 
the Broadway, under the immediate command of Col. Bauman ; from whence 
they proceeded to the Race Ground, where they went through a number of 
maniEuvres in a manner that would do credit to regular troops ; — after 
which they exhibited a sham fight, that afforded the highest entertainment 
to the President, his Excellency the Governor, and a large concourse of 
respectable characters." — Pennsylvania Packet, October 2. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBBPv 1. 

At New York: " October 1. — Exercised in my carriage in 
the forenoon. The following company dined here to-day, 
viz: M' [Greorge] Eead of the Senate, Ool° [Theodoric] 
Bland and M' [James] Madison of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, M' [Samuel] Osgood and his lady. Col" [William] 
Duer, his lady and Miss Brown, Col° Lewis Morris and 
lady, lady Christiana G-riffin [wife of Cyrus Griffin] and 
her daughter, and Judge [James] Duane and M"™ [General 
Nathanael] Greene. . . . M"' Thomas Nelson' joined my 
family [as a secretary] this day." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 2. — Dispatching Commissions &c. as yesterday, for the Judi- 
ciary. The visitors to M" Washington this evening were not numerous." 
— Washington's Diary. 

1 Son of General Thomas Nelson, Governor of Virginia, 1781, 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3. 

At New York : " October 3. — Sat for M' Eammage near 
two hours to-day, who was drawing a miniature Picture of 
me for M" Washington. 

" "Walked in the afternoon, and sat about two o'clock for 
Madam de Brehan, to complete a miniature profile of me, 
which she had begun from memory, and which she had 
made exceedingly like the original." — Washington'' s Diary. 

A miniature in the possession of Mr. H. S. Stabler, of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, is claimed to be the "miniature Picture," by Ramage, referred to in 
the Diary. It represents Washington in uniform, head three-quarters to the 
left, the order of the Cincinnati on the left breast, and is beautifully exe- 
cuted. A reproduction of it on wood, with a statement as to its authen- 
ticity, will be found in Vol. XLVII., p. 545, of The Century Magazine. John 
Eamage, an Irishman by birth, resided in New York until 1794, when he 
went to Canada, where he died. 

Madame de Brehan, sister of the French Minister, Count de Moustier, 
was quite a skilful amateur artist and a great admirer of Washington. On 
the evening of the day of the inauguration the front of her brother's resi- 
dence on Broadway (afterward occupied by the President) was beautifully 
decorated with paintings by her own hand. The " miniature profile," re- 
ferred to in the Diary as " exceedingly like the original," has been engraved 
by A. P. Sergent, B. Roger, and Charles Burt. Proofs of the print by 
Sergent, executed at Paris in 1790, were sent to the President after her 
return to Prance. Madame de Brehan left New York with her brother 
about the middle of October. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4. 

At New York : " October 4.— Went to St. Paul's Chappel 
in the forenoon. Spent the remainder of the day in writing 
private letters for to-morrow's Post." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 5. — Exercised on horseback between the hours of 9 and 11 in 
the forenoon, and between 5 and 6 in the afternooh, on foot. Had con- 
versation with Col" Hamilton on the propriety of my making a tour 
through the Eastern States during the recess of Congress, to acquire 
knowledge of the face of the Country, the growth and agriculture thereof 
— and the temper and disposition of the inhabitants towards the new gov- 
ernment, who thought it a very desirable plan, and advised it accordingly. 
October 6. — Exercised in a carriage with M''' Washington in the forenoon. 
Conversed with Gen. Knox, Secretary of War, on the above tour, who 
also recommended it accordingly. October 7. — Exercised on horseback, and 
called on the Vice-President. In the afternoon walked an hour. . . . Upon 
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consulting M' Jay on the propriety of my intended tour into the Eastern 
States, he highly approved of it, but observed, a similar visit w'd be 
expected by those of the Southern." — Washington's Diary. 

THUESDAT, OCTOBBK 8. 

At New York: " October 8. — M' Gardoqui took leave, 
proposing to embark to-morrow for Spain.^ The following 
company dined with me to-day, viz : The Vice-President, 
his lady and son and her niece, with their son-in-law, Col° 
[William 8.] Smith and his lady — Governor [George] Clin- 
ton and his two eldest daughters — M' [Tristram] Dalton 
and his lady, their son-in law, M' Dubois, and his lady, and 
their other three daughters. 

" In the evening, the Count de Moustier and Madam de 
Brehan came in and sat an hour. M' Madison took his 
leave to-day. He saw no impropriety in my trip to the 
eastward." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 9. — Exercised on horseback between the hours of 9 and 11. 
Visited in my route the gardens of M' Perry and M' Williamson.* Re- 
ceived from the French Minister, in person, official notice of his having 
reed, leave to return to his Court, and intended embarkation. . . . The 
visiters this evening to M'^ Washington were respectable, both of gentle- 
men and ladies. October 10 — Pursuant to an engagement formed on 
Thursday last, I set oft" about 9 o'clock in my barge to visit M' Prince's 
fruit gardens and shrubberies at Flushing, on Long Island. The Vice- 
President, Governor of the State, M'" Izard, Col° Smith, and Maj"' Jackson 
accompanied me. These gardens, except in the number of young fruit 
trees, did not answer my expectations. The shrubs were trifling, and the 
flowers not numerous. The inhabitants of this place shewed us what 

1 " New York, October 14. — On Saturday [October 10] sailed the snow 
San Nicholas, Melide, for Bilboa. His Excellency Don Diego de Gardo- 
QTii, Encargado de Negocios, and Minister of his Catholic Majesty to the 
United States, went passenger in this vessel, accompanied by his son, and 
one of his secretaries. Previous to His Excellency's departure, he waited on 
The President of the United States, and had his audience of leave in due 
form : At the same time His Excellency introduced the Hon. Mr. Viae, as 
Charge des Affaires from His Most Catholic Majesty." — Gazette of the 
United States. 

^ Perry's garden was on the west side of the Bloomingdale road, west of 
the present Union Square. Williamson's was a flower and nursery garden, 
and a place of public resort, on the east side of Greenwich Street, extending 
about three squares up from Harrison Street. 
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respect they could, by making the best use of one cannon to salute. On 
our return we stopped at the seats of General and M'' Gouvern' Morris 
[Morrisania] and viewed a barn of which I have heard the latter speak 
much belonging to his farm — but it was not of a construction to strike my 
fancy — nor did the conveniences of it at all answer their cost. Prom hence 
we proceeded to Harlaem, where we were met by M''' Washington, M" 
Adams and M" Smith. Dined at the tavern kept by a Capt. Mariner, and 
came home in the evening. October 11. — At home all day — writing private 
letters." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12. 

At New York : " October 12. — Received the compliments 
of the Count de Penthere, commanding his most Christian 
Majesty's Squadron in the harbour of Boston — these were 
sent by the Marquis de Traversy in the Active Frigate ; 
who, with all his officers were presented by the French 
Minister at one o'clock." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 13. — At two o'clock received the Address from the People called 
Quakers.' A good many gentlemen attended the Levee this day. October 
14. — Wrote several letters to Prance, and about 7 o'clock in the afternoon 
made an informal visit with M" Washington to the Count de Moustier and 
Madame de Brehan, to take leave of them. Into the hands of the former I 
committed these letters, viz: to the Count de Estaing, Count de Rocham- 
beau, the Marqs. de la Payette and the Marqs. de la Rouirie." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15. 

Leaves New York : " October 15. — Commenced my Jour- 
ney about 9 o'clock for Boston and a tour through the 
Eastern States.^ The Chief Justice, Mr. Jay — and the Sec- 
retaries of the Treasury and War Departments accompanied 
me some distance out of the city. About 10 o'clock it 
began to Eain, and continued to do so till 11, when we ar- 
rived at the house of one Hoyatt, who keeps a Tavern at 
Kings-bridge, where we, that is. Major Jackson, Mr. Lear 



' Por this address and the answer to it, see Penna. Mag., Vol. XIII. 
p. 245. 

^ Congress having adjourned from the 29th of September to the 4th of 
January, 1790, the President resolved to embrace the opportunity to make 
a tour through the Eastern States, omitting Rhode Island, that State not 
having, as yet, accepted the Pederal Constitution. 
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and myself with six servants, which composed my Retinue, 
dined. After dinner, through frequent light showers we 
proceed'd to the Tavern of a Mrs. Haviland at Rye. . . , 
The distance of this day's travel was 31 miles, in which we 
passed through (after leaving the Bridge) East Chester, New 
Rochelle, and Maraaroneck." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 16. — About 7 o'clock we left the Widow Haviland's, and after 
passing Horse Neclc, six miles distant from Bye, we breakfasted at Stamford, 
[Connecticut] which is 6 miles further. . . . At Norwalk, which is ten 
miles further, we made a halt to feed our Horses. . . . From hence to Pair- 
field, where we dined and lodged, is 12 miles. October 17. — A little after 
sun-rise we left Fairfield, and passing through Bt. Fairfield breakfasted at 
Stratford, wch. is ten miles from Fairfield. ... At this place I was received 
with an efibrt of Military parade ; and was attended to the Ferry, which is 
near a mile from the center of the Town, by sevl. Gentlemen on horse- 
back. . . . From the Ferry it is abt. 3 miles toMilford. . . . From Milford 
we took the lower road through "West haven, and arrived at New Haven 
before two o'clock ; we had time to walk through several parts of the City 
before Dinner. . . . The address [of the Assembly] was presented at 7 
o'clock — and at nine I received another address from the Congregational 
Clergy of the place. Between the rect. of the two addresses I received the 
Compliment of a visit from the Govr. Mr. [Samuel] Huntington — the 
Lieut. Govr. Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott — and the Mayor, Mr. Koger Sherman." 

— Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBEE 18. 

At New Haven, Connecticut: " October 18. — Went in the 
forenoon to the Episcopal Church, and in the afternoon to 
one of the Congregational Meeting-Houses. Attended to 
the first by the Speaker of the Assembly, Mr. Edwards, 
and a Mr. Ingersoll, and to the latter by the Governor, the 
Lieut. Governor, the Mayor, and Speaker. 

" These Gentlemen all dined with me, (by invitation,) as 
did Genl. [Jedidiah] Huntington, at the House of Mr. 
Brown, where I lodged, and who keeps a good Tavern. 
Drank Tea at the Mayor's (Mr. Sherman). ... At 7 o'clock 
in the evening many Officers of this State, belonging to the 
late Continental army, called to pay their respects to me." 

— Washington's Diary. 

" October 19. — ^Left New-haven at 6 o'clock, and arrived at Wallingford 
(13 miles) by half after 8 o'clock, where we breakfasted, and took a walk 

Vol. XIX.— 30 
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through the Town. . . . About 10 o'clock we left this place, and at the 
distance of 8 miles passed through Durham. At one we arrived at Middle- 
town, on Connecticut Eiver, being met two or three miles from it by the 
respectable Citizens of the place, and escorted in by them. While dinner 
was getting ready I took a walk round the Town, from the heights of which 
the prospect is beautiful. . . . Having dined, we set out with the same 
Escort (who conducted us into town) about 3 o'clock for Hartford, and 
passing through a Parish of Middletown and Weathersfield, we arrived at 
Harfd. about sundown. At "Weathersfield we were met by a party of the 
Hartford light horse, and a number of Gentlemen from the same place with 
Col" [Jeremiah] Wadsworth at their head, and escorted to Bull's Tavern 
where we lodged." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20. 

At Hartford, Connecticut : " October 20. — After breakfast, 
accompanied by Col° Wadsworth, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth 
and Ool° Jesse Root, I viewed the Woolen Manufactory at 
this place, which seems to be going on with spirit. Their 
Broadcloths are not of the first quality, as yet, but they are 
good; as are their Coatings, Cassimeres, Serges and Ever- 
lastings; of the first, that is, broad- cloth, I ordered a suit 
to be sent to me at New York — and of the latter a whole 
piece, to make breeches for my servants. All the parts of 
this business are performed at the Manufactory except the 
spinning — this is done by the Country people, who are paid 
by the cut. . . . Dined and drank Tea at Col° Wadsworth's, 
and about 7 o'clock received from, and answered the 
Address of, the Town of Hartford." — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBEE 21. 

At Springfield, Massachusetts : " October 21. — By promise 
I was to have Breakfasted at Mr. Ellsworth's at Windsor, 
on my way to Springfield, but the morning proving very 
wet, and the rain not ceasing till past 10 o'clock, I did not 
set out till half after that hour ; I called, however, on Mr. 
Ellsworth and stay'd there near an hour — reached Spring- 
field by 4 o'clock, and while dinner was getting, examined 
the Continental Stores at this place. ... A Col" Worthing- 
ton, Col° Williams, Adjutant General of the State of Massa- 
chusetts, Gen. [William] Shepherd [Shepard], Mr. Lyman, 
and many other Gentlemen sat an hour or two with me in 
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the evening at Parson's Tavern, where I lodged, and which 
is a good House." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 22. — Set out at 7 o'clock ; came to Palmer, at the House of 
one Scott, where we breakfasted. ... At Brookland [Brookfield] we fed 
the Horses and dispatched an Express which was sent to me by Govr. 
Hancock— giving notice of the measures he was about to pursue for my 
reception on the Boad, and in Boston — with a request to lodge at his House. 
Continued on to Spencer, 10 miles further, and lodged at the House of one 
Jenks, who keeps a pretty good Tavern. October 23. — Commenced our 
course with the Sun, and passing through Leicester, met some Gentlemen 
of the Town of Worcester, on the line between it and the former to escort 

us. Arrived about 10 o'clock at the House of where we breakfasted — 

distant from Spencer 12 miles. Here we were received by a handsome 
Company of Militia Artillery in Uniform, who saluted with 13 Guns on 
our Entry and departure. At this place also we met a Committee from the 
Town of Boston. . . . These matters [entrance into Boston] being settled, 
the Committee set forward on their return — and after breakfast I followed. 
The same Gentlemen who had escorted me into, conducting me out of 
Town. On the Line between "Worcester and Middlesex I was met by a 
Troop of light Horse belonging to the latter, who Escorted me to Marl- 
borough, (16 miles) where we dined, and thence to Weston (14 more) where 
we lodged." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBBE 24. 

At Boston : " October 24. — Dressed by Seven o'clock, and 
set out at eight — at ten we arrived in Cambridge, according 
to appointment; but most of the Militia having a distance 
to come, were not in line till after eleven ; they made how- 
ever an excellent appearance, with Genl. [John] Brooks at 
their Head. At this place the Lieut. Govr. Mr. Saml. 
Adams, with the Executive Council, met me and preceeded 
my entrance into town — which was in every degree flat- 
tering and honorable. To pass over the Minutise of the 
arrangement for this purpose, it may suffice to say that at 
the entrance I was welcomed by the Selectmen in a body. 
Then following the Lieut't Govr. and Council in the order 
we came from Cambridge (preceeded by the Town Corps, 
very handsomely dressed,) we passed through the Citizens 
classed in their different professions, and under their own 
banners, till we came to the State House; from which 
across the Street an Arch was thrown; in the front of 
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which was this Inscription — ' To the Man who unites all 
hearts' — and on the other — ' To Columbia's favorite Son' — 
and on one side thereof next the State House, in a pannel 
decorated with a trophy, composed of the Arms of the 
United States — of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts — 
and our French Allies, crowned with a wreath of Laurel, 
was this Inscription — 'Boston relieved March 17th. 1776.' 
This Arch was handsomely ornamented, and over the 
Center of it a Canopy was erected 20 feet high, with the 
American Eagle perched on the top. After passing through 
the Arch, and entering the State House at the S° End and 
ascending to the upper floor and returning to a Balcony at 
the N° End; three cheers was given by a vast concourse of 
people who by this time had assembled at the Arch — then 
followed an ode composed in honor of the President; and 
well sung by a band of select singers — after this three 
Cheers — followed by the different Professions and Me- 
chanics in the order they were drawn up with their colours 
through a lane of the People, which had thronged abt. the 
Arch under which they passed. The Streets, the Doors, 
windows and tops of the Houses were crowded with well 
dressed Ladies and Gentlemen. The procession being over, 
I was conducted to my lodgings at a Widow IngersoU's, 
(which is a very decent and good house) by the Lieut. Govr. 
and Council — accompanied by the Vice President, where 
they took leave of me. Having engaged yesterday to take 
an informal dinner with the Govr. [John Hancock] to-day, 
but under a full persuasion that he would have waited upon 
me so soon as I should have arrived — I excused myself 
upon his not doing it, and informing me thro' his Secretary 
that he was too much indisposed to do it, being resolved to 
receive the visit. Dined at my Lodgings, where the Vice- 
President favoured me with his Company." — Washingion's 
Diary. 

" October 25. — ^Attended Divine Service at the Episcopal Church, whereof 
Doctor [Samuel] Parker is the Incumbent, in the forenoon, and the Con- 
gregational Church of Mr. [Peter] Thatcher in the afternoon. Dined at 
my Lodgings with the Vice-President. Mr. [James] Bowdoin accompanied 
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me to both Churches. Between the two I received a visit from the Govr. 
who assured me that indisposition alone prevented his doing it yesterday, 
and that he was still indisposed; but as it had been suggested that he 
expected to receive the visit from the President which he knew was 
improper, he was resolved at all haz'ds to pay his Compliments to-day. 
October 26. — The day being Eainy and Stormy, myself much disordered 
by a cold, and inflammation in the left eye, I was prevented from visiting 
Lexington, (where the first blood in the dispute with Or. Brit'n was drawn). 
Rec'd the complim'ts of many visits to-day. Mr. [Tristram] Dal ton and 
Oenl. [David] Cobb dined with me, and in the Evening drank Tea with Gov'r 
Hancock, and called upon Mr. Bowdoin on my return to my lodgings. 
October 27. — At 10 o'clock in the Morning received the visits of the Clergy 
of the Town. At 11 I went to an Oratorio [at King's Chapel] — and between 
that and 3 o'clock rec'd the Addresses of the G-overnor and Council — of the 
Town of Boston — of the President [Joseph Willard], &c of Harvard 
College, and of the Cincinnati of the State ; after weh. at 3 o'clock, I 
dined at a large and elegant Dinner at Fanuiel Hall, given by the Gov'r 
and Council, and spent the evening at my lodgings. October 28. — At 11 
o'clock I embarked on board the Barge of the Illustrious, Captn. Penthere 
Gion [commander of the French squadron], and visited his Ship and the 
Superb, another 74 Gun Ship in the Harbour of Boston, about 4 miles below 
the Town. Going and coming I was saluted by the two frigates which lye 
near the wharves, and by the 74s after I had been on board of them ; as 
also by the 40 Gun Ship which lay in the same range with them. I was 
also saluted going and coming by the fort on Castle Isld. After my return 
I dined in a large company at Mr. Bowdoin's, and went to the Assembly in 
the evening, where (it is said) there were upwards of 100 Ladies. Their 
appearance was elegant, and many of them very handsome ; the Room is 
small but neat, and well ornamented." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29. 

At Salem, Massachusetts : " October 29. — Left Boston about 
8 o'clock. Passed over the Bridge at Charles-Town, and 
went to see that at Maiden, but proceeded to the College at 
Cambridge, attended by the Vice-President, Mr. Bowdoin, 
and a great number of Gentlemen. . . . From Boston, be- 
sides the number of citizens which accompanied me to 
Cambridge, and many of them from thence to Lynn — the 
Boston Corps of Horse escorted me to the line between 
Middlesex and Essex County, where a party of Horse, with 
Genl. [Jonathan] Titcomb, met me, and conducted me 
through Marblehead to Salem. ... At the Bridge, 2 miles 
from this Town, we were also met by a Committee, who 
conducted us by a Brigade of the Militia and one or two 
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handsome Corps in Uniform, through several of the Streets 
to the Town or Court House, where an Ode in honor of the 
President was sung — an Address presented to him amidst 
the acclamations of the People ; after which he was con- 
ducted to his Lodgings. Kee'd the Compliments of many 
differt. classes of People, and in the evening, between 7 and 
8 o'clock, went to an Assembly, where there was at least an 
hundred handsome and well dressed Ladies. Abt. nine I 
returned to my Lodgings," — Washington's Diary, 



FKIDAr, OCTOBEK 80. 

At Newburyport, Massachusetts : " October 30. — A little 
after 8 o'clock I set out for ISTewbury-Port ; and in less than 2 
miles crossed the Bridge between Salem and Beverly. . . . 
After passing Beverley, 2 miles, we come to the Cotton Man- 
ufactury. . . . Prom this place, with escorts of Horse, I 
passed on to Ipswich, about 10 miles ; at the entrance of 
which I was met and welcomed by the Select men, and re- 
ceived by a Eegm't of Militia. At this place I was met by 
Mr. Dalton and some other Gentlemen from Newbury- 
port ; partook of a cold collation, and proceeded on to the 
last mentioned place, where I was received with much re- 
spect and parade, about 4 o'clock. In the evening there 
were rockets and some other fireworks — and every other 
demonstration to welcome me to the Town." — Washington's 
Diary. 



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31. 

At Portsmouth, New Hampshire : " October 31. — Left 
Fewbury-port a little after 8 o'clock (first breakfasting with 
Mr. Dalton) . . . and in three miles came to the line wch. 
divides the State of Massachusetts from that of New Hamp- 
shire. Here I took leave of Mr. Dalton and many other 
private Gentlemen who accompanied me ; also of Gen'l Tit- 
comb, who had met me on the line between Middlesex and 
Essex Counties — Corps of light Horse, and many ofiicers of 
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Militia — and was rec'd by the President of the State of 
New Hampshire [John Sullivan] — the Vice-President [John 
Pickering] ; some of the Council — Messrs. [John] Langdon 
and [Paine] Wingate of the Senate — Col° [John] Parker, 
Marshall of the State, and many other respectable charac- 
ters ; besides several Troops of well cloathed Horse in 
handsome Uniforms, and many officers of the Militia also 
in handsome (white and red) uniforms of the Manufacture 
of the State. "With this cavalcade, we proceeded, and 
arrived before 3 o'clock at Portsmouth where we were 
received with every token of respect and appearance of 
cordiality, under a discharge of artillery. The streets, 
doors and windows were crowded here, as at all the other 
Places ; and alighting at the Town House, odes were sung 
and played in honor of the President. The same happened 
yesterday at my entrance into Newburyport — being stopped 
at my entrance to hear it. From the Town House I went 
to Colonel Brewster's Ta'n, the place provided for my resi- 
dence ; and asked the President, Vice-President, the two 
Senators, the Marshall, and Majr. [Nicholas] Gilman to 
dine with me, which they did ; after which I drank Tea at 
Mr, Langdons." — Washington's Diary. 

" November 1. — Attended by the President of the State (Qenl. Sullivan), 
Mr. Langdon, and the Marshall, I went in the forenoon to the Episcopal 
Church, under the incumbency of a Mr. Ogden ; and in the afternoon to one 
of the Presbyterian or Congregational Churches, in which a Mr. [Joseph] 
Bucliminster Preached. Dined at home with the Marshall, and spent the 
afternoon in my own room writing letters. November 2. — Having made 
previous preparations for it, about 8 o'clock, attended by the President, Mr. 
Langdon, and some other Gentlemen, 1 went in a boat to view the harbour 
of Portsmouth. ... In my way to the mouth of the Harbour, I stopped 
at a place called Kittery, in the Province of Maine. . . . Prom hence I 
went by the old Port (formerly built while under the English government) 
on an Island which is at the entrance of the harbour, and where the Light 
House stands. As we passed this Port we were saluted by 13 Guns. 
Having Lines, we proceeded to the Pishing banks a little without the 
Harbour, and fished for Cod ; but it not being a proper time of tide, we 
only caught two, with w'oh, about 1 o'clock, we returned to Town. Dined 
at Mr. Langdon 's and drank Tea there, with a large circle of Ladles, and 
retired a little after seven o'clock. Before dinner I rec'd an address from 
the Town, presented by the Vice-President." — Washington's Diary. 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3. 

At Portsmouth : " November 3. — Sat two hours in the 

forenoon for a Mr Painter,^ of Boston, at the request 

of Mr. Breck of that place; who wrote Majr. Jackson that 
it was an earnest desire of many of the Inhabitants of that 
Town that he might be indulged. . . . About 2 o'clock, I 
received an Address from the Executive of the State of 
New Hampshire, and in half an hour after dined with them 
and a large company, at their assembly room, which is one 
of the best I have seen anywhere in the United States. At 
half after seven I went to the assembly, where there were 
about 75 well dressed, and many of them very handsome 
ladies — among whom (as was also the case at the Salem and 
Boston assemblies) were a greater proportion with much 
blacker hair than are usually seen in the Southern States. 
About nine I returned to my quarters." — Washinffion's Diary. 

"November 4. — About half after seven I left Portsmouth, quietly, and 
without any attendance, having earnestly entreated that all parade and 
ceremony might he avoided on my return. Before ten I reached Exeter, 14 
miles distance. . . . From hence, passing through Kingstown, (6 miles 
from Exeter) I arrived at Haverhill [Massachusetts] about half-past two, 
and stayed all night. Walked through the town, which stands at the head 
of the tide of Merrimack River, and in a beautiful part of the country." — 
Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5. 

At Watertown, Massachusetts: " November 5. — About sun- 
rise 1 set out, crossing the Merrimack River at the town, 
over to the township of Bradford, and in nine miles came to 
Abbot's tavern in Andover, where we breakfasted, and met 
with much attention from Mr. [Samuel] Phillips, President 
of the Senate of Massachusetts, who accompanied us through 
Bellariki [Billerica] to Lexington, where I dined, and 



1 The painter, whose name is not mentioned in the Diary, was Christian 
Gulager, a Dane, who settled in Boston about the year 1781. He loft that 
city in 1791, and after living in New York for some years, went to Phila- 
delphia, where he died in 1827. His portrait of Washington was engraved 
by William E. Marshall, and published in the " Proceedings of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society," Vol. I., 1855-58. 
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viewed the spot on which the first blood was spilt in the 
dispute with Great Britain, on the 19th of April, 1775. 
Here I parted with Mr. Phillips, and proceeded on to Water- 
town. . . . "We lodged in this place at the house of a Widow 
Coolidge, near the Bridge, and a very indifferent one it is." 
— Washington's Diary. 

" November 6. — A little after seven o'clock, under great appearances of 
rain or snow, we left Watertown, and passing through Needham (five 
miles therefrom) breakfasted at Sherburn, which is 14 miles from the former. 
Then passing through Holliston, 5 miles, Milford 6 more, Menden 4 more, 
and Uxbridge 6 more, we lodged at one Taft's, 1 mile further ; the whole 
distance of this day's travel being 36 miles. November 7. — Left Taft's be- 
fore sunrise, and passing through Douglass wood, breakfasted at one Jacobs' 
in Thompson [Connecticut], 12 miles distant; not a good house. Bated 
the horses in Pomfret, at Ool° Grosvenor's distant 11 miles from Jacobs', and 
lodged at Squire Perkins' in Ashford, (called 10 miles, but must be 12). 
November 8. — It being contrary to law and disagreeable to the People of 
this State (Connecticut) to travel on the Sabbath day — and my horses, after 
passing through such intolerable roads, wanting rest, I stayed at Perkins' 
tavern (which, by the bye, is not a good one,) all day — and a meeting-house 
being within a few rods of the door, I attended morning and evening service, 
and heard very lame discourses from a Mr. [Enoch] Pond." — Washington's 
Diary. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9. 

At Hartford, Connecticut: "November 9. — Set out about 
7 o'clock, and for the first 24 miles had hilly, rocky, and 
disagreeable roads ; the remaining 10 was level and good, 
but in places sandy. Arrived at Hartford a little before 
four. We passed through Mansfield . , . and breakfasted 
at one Brigham's, in Coventry." — Washington's Diary. 

^^ November 10. — Left Hartford about 7 o'clock. . . . Breakfasted at 
Worthington, in the township of Berlin, at the house of one Fuller. Bated 
at Smith's on the plains of Wallingford, 13 miles from Fuller's which is the 
distance Puller's is from Hartford — and got into New Haven which is 13 
miles more, about half an hour before sun-down. At this place I met Mr. 
[Elbridge] Gerry, in the stage from New York, who gave me the first cert'n 
acct. of the health of Mrs. Washington. November 11.— Set out about sun- 
rise, and took the upper road to Milford, it being shorter than the lower one 
through West Haven. Breakfasted at the former. Baited at Fairfield; 
and dined and lodged at a Maj. Marvin's 9 miles further. November 12. — 
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A little before sunrise we left Marvin's, and breakfasting at Stamford, 13 
miles distant, reached the Widow Haviland's, 12 miles further ; where, on 
acct. of some lame horses, we remained all night." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13. 

At New York : " November 13. — Left Mrs. Haviland's as 
soon as we could see the road, and breakfasted at Hoyet's 
tavern, this side Kings-bridge, and between two and three 
o'clock arrived at my house at New York, where I found 
Mrs. "Washington and the rest of the family all well — and it 
being Mrs. Washington's night to receive visits, a pretty 
large company of ladies and gentlemen were present." — 
Washington's Diary. 

" New York, November 14— Yesterday, at one o'clock, THE PRESI- 
DENT of the United States returned to this city in perfect health, from his 
tour thro the Eastern States. This event was announced by a federal salute 
from the Battery." — Gazette of the United States. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14. 

At New York : " November 14. — At home all day — except 
taking a walk round the Battery in the afternoon. At 4 
o'clock received and answered an Address from the Presi- 
dent [John Wheelock] and Corporation of Dartmouth Col- 
lege [Hanover, New Hampshire] — and about noon sundry 
visits." — Washington's Diary. 

"November 15. — Went to St. Paul's Chapel in the forenoon — and after 
returning from thence was visited by Majr. [Pierce] Butler, Majr. [Samuel] 
Meredith and M' [William] Smith, So. Car'a. Received an invitation to 
attend the Euneral of M"^" [Isaac] Roosevelt (the wife of a Senator of this 
State), but declined complying with it — first, because the propriety of ac- 
cepting any invitation of this sort appeared very questionable — and sec- 
ondly (though to do it in this instance might not be improper), because it 
might be difficult to discriminate in cases which might thereafter happen. 
November 16. — The Commissioners [General Lincoln, Colonel Humphreys, 
and David Griffin], who had returned from the proposed treaty with the 
Creek Indians before me to this city, dined with me to-day, as did their 
Secretary, Col" Franks, and young M' Lincoln, who accompanied them. 
November 17. — The visitors at the Levee to-day were numerous. November 
18. — Took a walk in the forenoon, and called upon M' Jay on business, but 
he was not within. On my return, paid M' Vaughan Sen' a visit, infor- 
mal." — Washington's Diary. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19. 

At E^ew York : '^ November 1%. — The following company 
dined here to-day, viz : M" Adams (lady to the Vice-Presi- 
dent) Col° [William S.] Smith and lady, and Miss Smith, 
M" Adam's niece — Gov'' Clinton and lady, and Miss Cor- 
nelia Clinton — arid Maj. Butler, his lady and two daugh- 
ters." — Washington's Diary. 



" November 20. — The visitors of gent'n and ladies to M" Washington this 
evening were numerous and respectable. November 21. — Received in the 
afternoon the Report from the Commissioners appointed to treat with the 
Southern Indians — gave it one reading — and shall bestow another and more 
attentive one on it. November 22. — Went to St. Paul's Chapel in the fore- 
noon — heard a charity sermon for the benefit of the Orphan's School of this 
city. November 23. — Rid five or six miles between breakfast and dinner. 
Called upon M"' Vanberckel ' and M" Adams. November 24. — A good deal 
of company at the Levee to-day. Went to the play in the evening — sent 
ticlcets to the following ladies and gentlemen and invited them to seats in 
my box viz: — M" Adams (lady of the Vice-President), Genl. [Philip J.] 
Schuyler and lady, M'' [Eufus] King and lady, Maj' Butler and lady, Col" 
Hamilton and lady, M" Green — all of whom accepted and came, except 
M" Butler, who was indisposed." — Washington's Diary. 



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25. 

At New York : " November 25. — ^Exercised on horsehack 
between breakfast and dinner — in which, returning, I called 
upon M' Jay and Gen. Knox on business — and made in- 
formal visits to the Gov', M' [Ralph] Izard, Gen^ Schuyler, 
and M" Dalton. The following company dined with me, 
viz: Docf [William S.] Johnson and lady and daughter 
(M" Neely) M' Izard and lady and son, M' [William] Smith 
(So. Carolina) and lady, M' Kean and lady, and the Chief 
Justice, M' Jay. 

"After which I went with M" Washington to the dancing 
assembly, at which I stayed until 10 o'clock." — Washington's 
Diary. 

' Peter John Van Berckel, of Rotterdam, Minister to the United States 
from the United Netherlands. 
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" November 26. — Being the day appointed for a thanksgiving,' I went 
to St. Paul's Chapel, though it was most inclement and stormy — but few 
people at Church. November 27. — Not many visitors this evening to M" 
Washington. November 28. — Exercised on horseback. November 29. — Went 
to St. Paul's Chapel in the forenoon. November 30. — Went to the Play in 
the evening, and presented tickets to the following persons, viz : Doct' 
Johnson and lady, M' Dalton and lady, the Chief Justice of the United 
States and Secretary of War and lady. Baron de Steuben, and M" Green. 
December 1. — A pretty full Levee to-day — among the visitors was the Vice- 
President and all the Senators in town. Exercised on horseback between 
10 and 12. December 2. — Exercised in the post chaise with M™ Washing- 
ton — visited on our return the Vice-President and family — afterwards 
walked to M'' King's — neither he nor his lady were at home, or to be 
seen." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, DBOBMBEK 3. 

At l^ew York: "■Decembers. — The following gentlemen 
and ladies dined here, viz: Gen. Schuyler, his lady and 
daughter (M" [Stephen Van] Ranselaer) M' Dalton and his 
lady, the Secretary of the Treasury and his lady, Gen. 
Knox and lady, and M" Greene, Baron de Steuben, Ool° 
Osgood (Post Master Gen'), and the Treasurer Maj' [Sam- 
uel] Meredith." — Washington's Diary. 

"December 4. — A great number of visiters (gentlemen and ladies) this 
evening to M^' Washington. The Governor of New Jersey [William Liv- 
ingston], and the Speaker of the House of Assembly of that State [John 
Beatty], presented an Address from the Legislature thereof and received an 
answer to it, after which they dined with me. Decem.ber 5. — Exercised on 
horseback between 10 and 12 o'clock. The Vice-President and lady and 
two sons — Col" Smith and lady, and his sister, and M" Adam's niece, dined 
here. December 6. — Went to St. Paul's Chapel in the forenoon. December 
7. — Walked round the Battery in the afternoon. December 8. — Finished 
my extracts from the Commissioners' Report of their proceedings at the 
Treaty with the Creek Indians — and from many other papers respecting 

' On the 29th of September the first session of the first Congress was 
brought to a close. Before their adjournment the two Houses appointed 
a joint committee to wait on the President and " request that he would 
recommend to the people of the United States a day of public thanks- 
giving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging, with grateful hearts, 
the many and signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them 
an opportunity peacefully to establish a constitution of government for their 
safety and happiness." The proclamation recommending Thursday, No- 
vember 26, for a national thanksgiving was issued on Saturday, October 3. 
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Indian matters and the Western Territory. A full levee to-day. Decem- 
ber 9. — Walked round the Battery." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10. 

At New York: "■December 10. — ^Exercised on horseback 
between 10 and 12 o'clock. The following company dined 
here to-day, viz : M'' King and M' and M" [William] Pew, 
M' and M" Harrison, M' and M" [Oliver] Wolcott, M' Duer, 
his lady, and Miss Brown, M' [Samuel] Griffin and lady, 
and Lady Christiana [Griffin] and her daughter.", — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

" December 11. — Being rainy and bad, no person except the Vice-Presi- 
dent visited M" Washington this evening. December 12. — Exercised in the 
coach with M." Washington and the two children (Master [George Wash- 
ington Parke] and Miss [Nelly] Custis), between breakfast and dinner — 
went the 14 miles round. December 13. — Went to St. Paul's Chapel in the 
forenoon. December 14. — ^Walked round the Battery in the afternoon. 
December 15. — Exercised on horseback about 10 o'clock — called on the Sec- 
retary for the Department of War, and gave him the heads of many letters 
to be written to characters in the Western Country, relative chiefly to 
Indian Aflairs. Visitors to the levee to-day were not very numerous, 
though respectable. December 16. — Dined with M''' Washington and all 
the family (except the two children) at Governor Clinton's — where also 
dined the Vice-President, his lady. Col" and M''' Smith, the Mayor (Col" 
[Richard] Varick) and his lady, and old M'^ Van Berkel and his daughter." 
— Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17. 

At 'Sew York : " December 17. — The following company 
dined here, viz : The Chief Justice of the U. States and 
his lady; M' King, Col" and M" [John] Lawrence, M" 
[Elbridge] Gerry, M' Egbert Benson, Bishop [Samuel] 
Provost [Provoost], and Doctr. Lynn^ and his lady." — 
Washington's Diary. 

"December 18. — Read over and digested my thoughts upon the subject 
of a National Militia, from the plans of the militia of Europe, those of the 
Secretary at War, and the Baron de Steuben. December 19. — Committed 
the above thoughts to writing, in order to send them to the Secretary for 
the Department of war, to be worked into the form of a Bill, with which 

1 William Linn, first chaplain of the United States House of Representa- 
tives. 
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to furnish the Committee of Congress which had been appointed to draught 
one. December 20. — Went to St. Paul's Chapel in the forenoon. December 
21. — Framed the above thoughts on the subject of a National Militia into 
the form of a Letter, and sent it to the Secretary for the Department of 
War. Sat from ten to one o'clock for a M"^ Savage, to draw my Portrait 
for the University of Cambridge, in the State of Massachusetts, at the 
request of the President and Governors of the said University."' — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBEE 22. 

At E"ew York: ^^ December 22. — A pretty full and re- 
spectable Levee to-day — at which several members of Con- 
gress, newly arrived, attended." — Washington's Diary, 

" December 2B. — Exercised in the Post-Chaise with M" Washington to- 
day. Sent the dispatches which came to me from the Assembly of Vir- 
ginia, and from the Eepresentatives of several Counties therein, respecting 
the state of the frontiers and depredations of the Indians, to the Secretary 
for the Department of War, requesting his attendance to-morrow at 9 
o'clock, that I might converse more fully with him on the subject of the 
communications. December 24. — The Secretary of War coming according 
to appointment, he was instructed, after conversing fully on the matter, 
what answers to return to the Executive of Virginia, and to the Representa- 
tives of the frontier counties. December 25. — Went to St. Paul's Chapel 
in the forenoon. The visitors to M" Washington this afternoon were not 
numerous, but respectable." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, DECBMBBK 26. 

At New York : " December 26. — Exercised on horseback 
in the forenoon. Chief Justice Morris and the Mayor 
(Col° Varick), and their ladies, Judge [John Sloss] Hobart, 
Col" Cole, Maj"^ [Mcholas] Gilman, M" Brown, Secretary 
Otis,^ and M' Beekley,^ dined here." — Washington's Diary. 

' The bust portrait painted by Edward Savage from this and the subse- 
quent sittings recorded in the Diary is still owned by Harvard College. It 
represents Washington in uniform, with the order of the Cincinnati on the 
left breast, and has always been considered a faithful likeness of the great 
original. Mr. Savage afterward (1792) engraved this portrait in the 
stipple manner. Impressions are held in much esteem by good judges of 
the art. 

' Samuel Allyne Otis, of Massachusetts, the first Secretary of the United 
States Senate. He served in that capacity with great fidelity and amenity 
until his death at Washington City, April 22, 1814. 

' John Buckley, of Virginia, Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
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" December 27. — ^At home — all day — weather being had. December 28. — 
Sat all the forenoon for M' Savage, who waa taking my portrait. December 
29. — Being very snowing, not a single person appeared at the Levee. De- 
cember 30. — Exercised in a carriage. December 31. — Bad weather and 
close house. The Vice-President and lady, Col" Smith and lady, Chan' 
[Kohert K.] Livingston, lady and sister, Baron Steuben, Messrs. [Alexan- 
der] White, [Elbridge] Gerry, [George] Partridge and [Thomas T.] 
Tucljer, of the House of Representatives, dined here to-day." — Washinff- 
ton's Diary. 



(To be continued.) 



